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it in the end. The stomachs of miners could hold out., but not the
balance sheets of the mineowners, many of whom are now among
the leading patriots of the "Third Reich." That they were right
in believing the struggle was hopeless, that, having lost much
and endured a lot, they took the realist view may be admitted.
The charge against them is much more than that of being realists
in an hour far too serious for what financial interests mean by
realism. It was they and their party who had waved all the banners
of idealism and forced the declaration of passive resistance; it
was they and their party who had threatened with the penalty
for treason any government which dared to abandon it, and now
their individual members were in the Rhineland making separate
terms with the French and in Germany were netting huge profits
from the utter misery of unrestricted inflation. The resistance
of the working and lower middle-classes in the Ruhr, a resistance
of hungry abandoned men with starving children at their knees,
is one of the finest pages in the history of the Republic. If it was
right, abundantly right, to clap into a felon's cell those agitators
who on behalf of the workers strove to get the struggle ended,
the only just end to those private bargainers and bloodsucking
profiteers was a stone wall and a firing party. There were many
cowards in Germany, many self-seekers who were all alike un-
worthy to be fellow-citizens of the common men of the Ruhr,
but there was only one utterly contemptible class in the land
and that was the class which subsequently earned the further
infamy of becoming the paymasters of the National Socialist
party.

Eventually, the distress now beginning to be universally felt
became too great. The measures of the cabinet were altogether
inadequate, produced more distress than they relieved and rapidly
ended in crisis. The mutterings of revolt became so ominous that
they reached ears long attuned only to the noisy clamour of
Munich. The Socialist leaders had to take notice; they soon
realized that if they failed to take action the barricades would
be up in the streets. The cabinet dared not call resistance off,
dared not make efforts to equalize the sacrifice. Hasty negotiations
made it clear that it was possible to obtain a broader basis for